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TLC CURaj organises One Week FDP on Implementation of New Education Policy 2020 
TLC@CURaj
Teaching Learning Centre (TLC) of Central 
University of Rajasthan (under the aegis 
of PMMMNMTT) organized One Week 
Online Faculty Development Program 
on “Implementation of New Education 
Policy 2020: Role of Faculty Members of 
HEIs” from 4th to 8th November 2020 
for the Higher Educational Institutions 
of different universities and colleges. The 
FDP was inaugurated by Chief Guest Dr. K. 
Kasturirangan, Hon’ble Chancellor, Central 
University of Rajasthan, Guest of Honour 
Prof. Arun K. Pujari, Former Vice Chancellor, 
Central University of Rajasthan and Prof. 
Neeraj Gupta, Hon’ble Vice Chancellor 
(i/c), Central University of Rajasthan. Dr 
Ajit K. Patra, Director TLC, welcome to 
all participants and presented the mission 
and vision of TLC@Curaj and the program 
details.  Dr. K. Kasturirangan gave remarkable 
concerns on the significant role of teachers 
in the implementation of NEP, 2020 and he 
also emphasised on the research and quality 
concerns of teaching, learning, infrastructure 

and research. Prof. Arun K. Pujari explored 
the challenges in the implementation of 
NEP, 2020 in the context of multidisciplinary 
education and financial concerns. Prof. Neeraj 
Gupta expressed his gratitude to all and 
shared how our university is practicing many 
aspects related to NEP 2020 from the last one 
decade. Many dignitaries and intellectuals 
of various HEIs virtually participated in the 
program. The NEP, 2020 is the brainchild 
of Dr. K. Kasturirangan’s sincere efforts. It 
will bring all transformational changes in 
the Indian system of education and will 
definitely contribute to make India as a 
global knowledge superpower in the world. 
The NEP, 2020 proposed a wide level of 

changes in the structure, curricula, pedagogy, 
learning resources of education and research 
prospective at each & every level of education. 
The coordinators of the FDP were Dr. Gobind 
Singh, Dr. J.P. Tripathi and Dr. Kanak Sharma.
In this FDP, total 15 sessions were conducted 
including 03 interactive sessions, 01 quiz and 

CUCET–2020 Successfully Conducted by Central University of Rajasthan 
Central Universities Common Entrance 
Test 2020 (CUCET-2020) was successfully 
organized in offline mode (OMR based) from 
September 18th to 20th 2020 across  the country 
in 141 cities. This examination was conducted 
continuously for three days, two-shifts-a-day. 
This was a unique examination which was 
organized by Central University of Rajasthan 
as Coordinating University on the behalf of 
all the participating universities across India. 
In this year 14 Central Universities and 4 state 
universities participated in this joint entrance 
examination. CUCET-2020 was conducted 
for 72 UG and integrated courses, 344 PG 
courses and 270 research programs offered 
by all the 18 participating universities. This 
year, for 686 programmes at 18 Universities 
in 125 test paper, total 2,72,912 registration 
were there and out of this around 1,46, 864 
finally appeared for the examination which 
was almost 53.81% of the total registration
    Central University of Rajasthan has been 
successfully coordinating CUCET since 2013. 
This year it was a challenge to organize this 
examination across 141 cities with multiple 
test centres in many cities due to COVID-19 
pandemic. Every single measure to deal 
with COVID-19 was taken care with the 
utmost precautions as per the guidelines of 
Government of India (GoI) and UGC for 

conducting this examination successfully. 
Central University of Rajasthan being 
coordinating university released an additional 
budget to all the test centres shift-wise every 
day for sanitization and as per COVID-19 

protocol. The participating students were 
instructed to wear mask compulsorily and the 
seating arrangements were made such so that 
the proper social distancing was maintained. 
Student entry at each centre was ensured with 

Felicitation Function conducted for Prof. Arun K Pujari, Vice-Chancellor on 
completion of five years term at Central University of Rajasthan

On occasion of the completion of his five 
years term at Central University of Rajasthan, 
a felicitation function was organized for 
Prof. Arun Kumar Pujari, Honorbale Vice-
Chancellor on 5th October, 2020 in the 
University Auditorium. During the function, 
the teaching and non-teaching members 
of CURaj family assembled in auditorium 
as per the guidelines of Government of 
India/University for combating the threat 
of COVID-19. Some of faculties and non-
teaching staff shared their memories with 
Prof. Pujari and expressed their gratitude 
for the development of CURaj in last 5 
years. Prof. Pujari shared his experiences 
and emphasized that everyone should work 
in the best interest of the University. Prof. 
Supriya Agarwal, the President of Women 
Employee Association, felicitated Mrs. 
Subhalakshmi Pujari, the first lady of the 
University who was the founder chairperson 
of Women Association of the university.

Prof. Neeraj Gupta becomes 
Vice-Chancellor (In-charge) of 
Central University of Rajasthan
On completion of five years term of Prof. 
Arun Kumar Pujari as the Vice-Chancellor 
of Central University of Rajasthan, Prof. 
Neeraj Gupta, Dean Academics and Dean 
of School of Architecture was given the 
charge of Vice-Chancellor (i/c), Central 
University of Rajasthan. Professor Gupta is 
the senior most professor of the university. 
Prof. Neeraj Gupta is an architect, planner, 
learning facilitator and educational 
administrator with more than 37 years of 
experience including nearly two decades 
in a leadership position in Training and 
Educational Institutions. He is skilled in 
public speaking, team building, sustainable 
architecture, and curriculum design. Prof. 
Neeraj Gupta was intrumental in designing 
various campuses of Higher Learning 
institutions including IIT Jodhpur and 
Central University of Rajasthan.  

EoSE conducted in Exam 
from Home mode by Central 

University of Rajasthan
Overcoming the challenges of COVID-19 
crisis in respect to learning and evaluation, 
the Central University of Rajasthan 
successfully conducted the End of 
Semester Examination (EoSE), May 2020 
in Exam from Home (EfH) mode using 
ICT for terminal/final semester students. 
Exam from Home was conducted to ensure 
the results for final semester are declared 
in timely manner, all students complete 
their programs of study and students 
become eligible to apply for jobs or further 
studies. Online platform, Test from Home 
(TFH), was used for facilitating online 
exams and letting the students write the 
exams from the safety of their homes. ICT-
enabled Exam from Home facilitated the 
successful conduct of examinations in the 
difficult times of COVID-19 pandemic. A 
committee was constituted by the university 
to supervise the Exam from Home. Tenders 
were invited from various vendors for ICT-
enabled examination. Those students, who 
were required to complete their projects 
or dissertations, submission was made 
through email and the presentation and/
or Viva-voce examinations were conducted 
through video conferencing platforms.

Continued on page 4
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07 assignments. More than 100 participants 
from the different parts of India, with multiple 
disciplines, participated in this FDP. 
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Prof. Subhash Dhuliya
Department of Culture and Media Studies

In the wake of digital revolution, the media 
education needs to be radically transformed. 

The traditional system is no more relevant to 
meet present day demands and requirement 
of industries. Now the biggest challenge 
before journalism and media training schools 
is to stay abreast with the latest equipment 
and technologies in a rapidly changing 
world. At a time when information, data and 
technology have acquired unprecedented 
dimensions and huge amount of information, 
misinformation and disinformation are 
available in the web domain, developing 
intellectual and professional skills has 
acquired altogether new meaning so that 
students can acquire competence to decipher 
hidden meaning of the media messages. 
Developing critical thinking is also an area 
of focus so that students are intellectually 
equipped to understand the complex world 
of information that has emerged and deeply 
influenced every sphere of human life. The 
first and foremost challenge in this context 
is to make students media literate. Attention 
needs to be paid to develop a vision to impart 
knowledge to develop strong theoretical 
foundation and then move to hands-on-
training to impart skills in simulated work 
conditions. Education, research and training 
all three need to be combined to equip 
students with the competence to find a place 
in huge media landscape that has emerged 
in the wake of technological revolution. 
The objective should be to create a balance 
between concepts and the skills- a rational 
combination of knowledge and craft. Creating 
new bridges between media education and 
industry is a widely felt need. There is a 
lack of linkages between media educational 
organizations and the media industry. Media 
academics are expected to play vital role to 
monitor the media through research which 
is widely in existence in leading global 
journalism schools but not so in our country. 
    A new kind of media convergence is taking 
place which has changed the very nature 
of work profile of the media professionals. 
A media professional is expected to write 
articles, shoot photos and videos, and be 
versed with web tools. Imparting skills to 
produce multimedia packages is another 
stream that needs attention. Media education 
has largely been focused on journalism 
component and most of the schools in the 
country have nomenclature of “journalism 
and mass communication”. With the 
emergence of new entertainment platforms, 
there is need to introduce programs in 
entertainment arts. There is huge demand 

of content in OTT platforms. The media 
education needs to address the entire media 
industry - news and entertainment both.
    The programmes being offered by media 
schools must focus on nurturing creativity. 
At a time when artificial intelligence is 
replacing so many jobs in different sectors, it 
is creativity that matters a lot. Someone has 
said that “machine can never replace a human 
because machine has a chip and human has a 
heart”. This is the essence of the creativity. The 
future largely belongs to creative minds in all 
streams of media the way it is shaping and 
increasingly becoming technology driven. 
The imperative need is to impart intellectual 
skills and nurture critical thinking otherwise 
there is real danger of becoming computer 
controlled-robots.
    There is urgent need of upgrading teaching 
training methodologies. The faculty needs to 
pull their best efforts to introduce innovations 
in their teaching and training methodology. 
The faculty needs to gear up to meet the 
challenges of this age of information in which 
data is reining supreme. The information 
revolution has resulted into massive 
expansion of media in general and the news 
and entertainment industry in particular. 
This has opened tremendous professional 
opportunities and the resultant need for 
trained human resource in the news and 
entertainment industry, academia, research 
and development sectors
In lieu of an epilogue
Humankind is entering into a new age which 
is very complex and its consequences are 
still shaping in the womb of the future. All 
developments indicate that we are heading 
towards a kind of digital dictatorship where 
few information giants will control the 
world. The future of liberal democracy is 
being debated hotly in the context of the 
power of information giants to influence 
people to vote in a particular direction. A 
huge amount of data is being collected on 
each one of us whenever we visit a website or 
use social media. Our political orientation, 
reading habits, consumption pattern etc. are 
being analysed through algorithms and we 
can be influenced to behave in a particular 
way. The information giants have acquired 
immense power to play with our emotions 
virtually converting voting pattern in liberal 
democracy to be governed by what people ‘feel’ 
rather than what they ‘think’.  Technologies 
advancing at a pace unheard before but those 
who are inventing technology are not aware 
of its political, economic, social, and cultural 
implications. It falls in the domain of social 
sciences which need to rise to the occasion 
and address the issues and generate a global 
wave of awakening.

Media Education in New Scenario: 
Challenges and Opportunities

Mental Health Experiences during COVID-19
Dr. Subhasis Bhadra
Chairman, Mental Health Committee

Central University of Rajasthan, since its 
inception considered ‘mental health’ as an 

important component for students’ academic 
engagement. The university has envisaged the 
holistic growth, well-being and comprehensive 
learning in its student centric approach. The 
psychological counseling unit is functional 
from 2013, and became more vibrant during 
the emergence of this biological disaster ‘the 
COVID-19 pandemic crisis’ in March 2020. 
The ‘Mental Health and Wellbeing Committee’ 
was established as an extension of earlier 
efforts. Further, university has imbibed various 
directives and protocol issues by competent 
authorities to ensure the best possible 
management of the situation. The students 
moved towards their home and mostly reached 
to their respective destination. Subsequently, 
university established online communication 
with all the students to re-engage them 
proactively in the academic process with an 
aim to ease the academic stress and establish 
an educative-learning communication with 
the students. Each department and subject 
teachers gradually engaged their classes as the 
students do not feel academic hurdles in such 
new emerging context. Whenever students 
faced any issue to participate in the online 
classes, they were contacted by the counselors, 
and helped individually to resolve their issues. 
While students communicated any issue with 
connectivity, or not having adequate facilities, 
they were supported by their teachers over 
telephone and also initiated peer support for 
each other. 
    In the university website, a weblink was 
created with the basic information about 
mental health and other useful links. The 
same was shared in the university social media 
platform (Facebook). The mental health 
team made noteworthy effort to normalize 
the situation and focused on motivating the 
students to priorities their academic interest, 
being optimistic and active in personal life and 
familial engagements. It was highlighted that 
in such pandemic crisis situation experiencing 
a bit of stress and feeling uneasy is not 
uncommon. Thus, everyone was encouraged to 
accept it as a “normal reaction to an abnormal 
situation”. Appreciating the situation and 
keeping active, fit and healthy is a matter of self-
commitment and life-style choice which was 
communicated frequently by the counselors. 
The students were advised that along with 
studies, assignments, watching online course 
material, they also should keep sometime for 
a bit of meditation, yoga, relaxation exercise, 
recreation, and practicing hobbies. In every 
communication it was invariably emphasized 
to be at home and take every possible effort to 
be healthy. The underlining context is not to 

worry but to be responsible. 
    All the students vacated the hostel by April 
22nd except two foreign Ph.D. scholars from 
Afghanistan and Philippines. It was essential to 
ensure safety and helping them to get adjusted 
with the new situation. Thus, both these 
students were provided individual kitchen and 
adequate facilities. One member of the mental 
health team was in touch as they can share any 
concern and seek support. The counselors were 
available to all the students and also started 
receiving number of issues and concern from 
the students. Some of the important concerns 
were addressed by our mental health team. 
Few students could not reach to their home, 
but they were at their relative’s house and thus 
they were experiencing discomfort. Some 
students had poor Internet connection and 
had difficulties in attending online classes 
and were too worried about their attendance. 
There were concerns about project and 
dissertation work and inability to comply 
with the plan. Few students felt hopeless and 
could not concentrate on studies. Counselors 
were attending each concern and helping 
the students. Further, they were encouraged 
to take decisions that could bring possible 
solutions. Counselors made an effort to reach 
out to the individual teachers and encouraged 
them to look for different medium to share 
information. The faculty members recorded 
lecture videos, prepared class notes and sent 
soft copies through different means, like 
Telegram, WhatsApp and e-mail. In few cases, 
hard copies of reading material were posted. 
Teachers substantially encouraged peer 
support and learning among the classmates 
as no one should feel too aloof. Counselors 
reached out to the final year students before 
the commencement of examination and as 
a policy, options were given to the students 
to choose the mode of examination (online-
exam from home, or paper-pen exam after 
regular university routine resume) as per their 
comfort and convenience. Worth to mention, 
all eligible final year students appeared for 
the examination from home (online mode) 
without much of hurdles.
    All through the counselors made efforts for 
open communication and ensured student 
could think and adopt an option by his/
her choice. Counselors also attempted to 
ensure that a teacher could be empathetic 
and compassionate to accommodate and 
respond to the changing needs of students. It 
was not easy to deal with, as the anxiety, fear, 
depression, resistance, and at times rebellious 
attitudes were high. But reaching out to the 
students, open communication, opportunities 
to talk and continuous advice and guidance 
by the mental health team to the students 
individually, as group and as mass did worked 
well. 

D;k vfVZfQf”k;y baVsfytsal gekjh lkspus dh “kfä dks {kh.k dj ldrh gS \
vfnfr [kjs
laL—fr ,oa ehfM;k v/;;u foHkkx

D;k vkius dHkh lkspk gS fd igys dSls ge fnYyh tSls 
“kgjksa esa Hkh vklkuh ls jkLrs ;kn j[k ysrs Fks\ ysfdu 
vkt ds le; esa fcuk xwxy eSi ds NksVs jkLrs Hkh ;kn 
ugha jgrsA ekuk xwxy eSi yEch nwjh r; djus esa] ;k 
fQj vutkuh txg igqapkus esa dkQh ennxkj gS] ysfdu 
bldh otg ls geus vius fnekx }kjk lkspuk ;k fQj 
phtsa ;kn j[kuk igys dh rqyuk esa de dj fn;k gSA ge 
bu ubZ rduhdksa ij bruk fuHkZj gks x, gSa fd viuh cqf) 
bLrseky djuk de dj pqds gSaA vkSj ;s xwxy eSi D;k 
gS] vkfVZQhf”k;y baVsfytsal }kjk fufeZr ,d ,slh rduhd 
ftlds gksrs gq, vkidks vius fnekx dks d’V nsus dh 
t:jr ugha gSaA ;s rks ek= ,d mnkgj.k] ,slh cgqr lh 
phtsa gSa] tSls viuk ikloMZ lso dj ysuk] ftuds  gksrs 
gq, gesa T+;knk lkspus dh t:jr gh ugha gS] dke vklkuh 
ls gks tk,xkA 
    vc ckr djrs gSa fd vkf[kj ;s vkfVZfQf”k;y       
baVsfytsal gS D;k \ ;fn ge lkspsa fd bl czãk.M esa 
lcls tfVy pht D;k gS\ rks vkidk tokc D;k gksxk\ 
tokc dgha vkSj ugha cfYd vkids fnekx esa gh gSA 
D;wafd oks tokc gS vkidk fnekxA th gk¡] lcls tfVy 
usVodZ ;k lcls rkdroj flLVe Hkh mldh cjkcjh 
ugha dj ldrkA vkfVZQhf”k;y baVsfytsal ftldh ppkZ 

gj vkneh djrk gS] mldk vafre y{; gS ,slk daI;wVj 
fnekx cukuk tks balkuh fnekx dh rjg lksp ldsA 
lkekU; vkfVZQhf”k;y baVsfytsal ds mnkgj.k gekjs pkjksa 
vksj ekStwn gSa] tSls ,Iiy dk lhjh] Qslcqd ij ÝsaM~l     
fjdesUMs”kuA ;s vkidh dkj esa gS] vkids ?kj esa gS] vkSj 
,;j VªSfQd d.Vªksy esa Hkh gSA dbZ o’kksaZ ls ;g gels csgrj 
dke dj jgk gS vkSj vkxs pydj ;s oks lc dj ik,xk 
tks ,d balku dj ldrk gS cfYd balku ls dgha csgrjA 
rks vHkh ;s ,d pqukSrh gS tks vkxs pydj [krjk Hkh cu 
ldrh gSA ;fn vki orZeku fLFkfr dks Bhd ls le>s rks 
vki ;s tku ik,axs fd gekjh lkspus dh “kfä cgqr gn 
rd {kh.k+ gks pqdh gSA fQj ,d mnkgj.k ysrs gSa] vkt dy 
dh ih<+h uk rks v[kckj i<+rh gS vkSj uk gh eSxthUlA 
v[kckj o eSxthUl esa Nius okyh [kcjsa o fo’ks”k ys[kdksa 
}kjk fy[ks x, ys[k i<+dj lkspus dh {kerk xgjh gks 
tkrh FkhA fdarq vkt dy cPps cl 60 “kCnksa esa lc 
le> ysrs gSa ftlds dkj.k lkspus dh çfØ;k o rduhdh 
ladk;ksa dk fodkl #d tkrk gSA D;k vki igys dh 
rjg vius fctusl ls tqM+s fu.kZ; ysus esa l{ke gksrs gSa \ 
“kk;n ugha! gky gh esa gq, fctusl dEiuht ds ,d losZ 
us crk;k fd vkfVZQhf”k;y baVsfytsal MkVk dk ijh{k.k 
djds fu.kZ; ysus esa euq’; dh lgk;rk djrk gSA ;kuh 
vkidks viuk fnekx [kpZ djus dh t:jr gS gh ughaA 
    bl ckr ls ;s Hkh irk yxrk gS fd ;fn balkuksa      
}kjk fy, tkus okys fu.kZ; ;s daI;wVj e”khu ysus yxsaxh 

rks balkuksa dh t:jr de gks tk,xhA ,d fdrkc gS] 
^21 yslu v‚Q 21st lsapqjh* ftlesa fy[kk gqvk gS fd 
is”ksojksa dks ukSdjh ls fudkydj vkfVZQhf”k;y baVsfytsal      
vk/kkfjr e”khuksa }kjk dke djok;k tk,xkA mnkgj.k ds 
rkSj ij tkiku dh vusdksa daifu;ka esa jkscksV balku dh 
rjg dke djrk gS A ;s rks ekuksa balkuksa us vius csjkstxkjh 
dks Lo;a gh cqykok fn;k gSA rduhd dks bruk egRo 
fn;k fd [kqn dh dher cgqr gn rd de dj nhA ;s 
daI;wVj fnekx dh jpuk Hkys gh balku ds Hkys ds fy, dh 
x;h gks ysfdu ;s laiw.kZ ekuork dks ijs”kku djus esa l{ke 
jgsxhA vki vius dksbZ Hkh fu.kZ; ysus esa l{ke ugha gksaxs A 
vkids lkspus dh “kfä iw.kZr% bu rduhdksa ds fu;a=.k esa 
gksxhA mnkgj.k Lo:i] vkidk eksckby Qksu cgqr lh ,si 
}kjk vkidh ilan] ukilan] vkidks fdl ckr ls xqLlk 
vkrk gS] fdl ckr ls ugha vkrk gS] vki fdl fopkj dk 
leFkZu djrs gSa] vkSj fdl dk ugha djrs gSa] bl çdkj 
dh lHkh tkudkjh bdëk djds vkids Åij euksoKkfud 
:i ls fu;a=.k cukrk gSA
    cgqr ls oSKkfudksa us viuh fjlpZ ds tfj, crk;k 
gS fd gekjk tura= ;kfu MseksØslh ij Hkh —f=e         
cqf)eÙkk dk fu;a=.k gks ldrk gS] ftldk eryc gS fd 
oks MseksØslh jg gh ugha tk,xhA vkidh lksp] fopkj o   
Hkkouk,a] ;s lHkh vkids fu;a=.k ls ,d gn rd ckgj 
gksaxsA fulansg ;g ,d cgqr cM+k [krjk gSA

uk
dksbZ euk djs rks Hkh ge] viuh ckr euk,axs]

rqe feyuk xj uk pkgks rks] ge t+cju feyus vk;saxsa]
,slh dSlh lksp cuh] ,slh D;k Bu vkbZ gS]

d+Ry djks eklwe dk rqe] rqeus D;ksa nfjanxh Q+SykbZ gS]
ljs ckt+kj feVk Mkyk] otwn fdlh dh csVh dk]

vks d+kfry! bl t+qYe dk vkf[k+j] D;k gksuk rqedks gkfly Fkk]
rqEgsa cpiu esa uk dk eryc] xj le>k;k gksrk nqfu;k us]
vkt eqLdqjkrh oks dyh gekjh] ;g t+qYe u gksrk nqfu;k esa]
ftls uk dh d+nj ugha gksxh] vc mldks lacy feys ugha]
rqe tSls csnnksZa dk] vc vkt+knh dk daoy f[kys ugha]
vc cgqr gqvk] gesa lekt esa] u, vk;ke cukus gSa]

ljfQ+jksa ls cLrh [kkyh djuh gS] csVh ds gqd+wd+ cpkus gSaA

frryh
cgqr [kwclwjr ia[k] vkSj eueksgd mM+ku]

papyrk ls tksM+h geus] gj frryh dh igpku]
,d Qwy ij >werh] fQj nwljs iq’i dks pwerh]

,d frryh] lkjs miou ds rkjksa dks ,d nwljs esa xwaFkrh]
tks Fkh dy ryd bYyh] vkt oks frryh cuh]

dy ryd tks [kkrh Fkh iÙks] vkt ijkx.k dj jgh]
ikSèkksa dh ubZ uLyksa dk vfLrRo frryh ds gksus ls gS]

vkt dh [kwclwjrh dk vkx+kt+ “kk;n] dy ds f?kukSus ls gSA

Dr. Kaisar Raza
Department of Pharmacy

Poem
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A webinar on Patent and Technology Transfer 
was organized by CURAJ Institutional 
Innovation Council (IIC) on November 10, 
2020. The event started with the welcome of 
speakers and introduction of IIC 3.0 by Prof. 
Sanjib K Panda, President of CURAJ (IIC). 
Onward sessions were coordinated by Dr. 

Akhil Agrawal. The first speaker of the event 
was Mrs. Pooja Kumar, who delivered her 
talk on the topic “Legal Patent filling process”. 
The second speaker of the session was Dr. 
Govind Sharma, Ex Chairman NRDC, who 
gave his talk on “Technology Transfer and 
Commercialization”. The last session was held 
by Mr. Sumit Kumar on “Patent examination 
procedures”. The vote of thanks for the event 
was given by Dr. Tarun K Bhatt.

The Department of Commerce, Central 
University of Rajasthan organized a National 
Webinar on “Strategy of Managing Personal 
Finance Including Mutual Funds During and 
After COVID-19” on 3rd  December, 2020 in 
association with the Securities and Exchange 
Board of India (SEBI) and the Association 
of Mutual Funds in India (AMFI). Eminent 
speakers of webinar include Mr. Viral Pareekh, 
AGM, SEBI; Mr. Suryakant Sharma, Senior 
Consultant, AMFI; and Mr. Nitin Joshi, VP, 
NSDL E-Governance Infr Ltd. More than 
400 participants registered for the webinar. 
Various aspects of managing personal finance 
were discussed in the webinar. The webinar 

was convened by Prof. Praveen Sahu, Head, 
the Department of Commerce. Organizing 
secretaries of webinar were Dr. Sanjay Kumar 
Patel and Dr. Sushila Kumari Soriya. 

National Webinar on managing personal finance amid 
COVID-19 organized by Department of Commerce

CURaj IIC conducts 
Webinar on Patent and 

technology Transfer

International webinars organized by 
Department of Biochemistry

The Department of Biochemistry, School 
of Life Sciences, Central University of 
Rajasthan organized an international webinar 
entitled “Integrated strategies to combat the 
pandemic COVID-19” on 20-21st August 
2020. The two-day webinar began with a 
welcome speech by Prof. Sanjib K. Panda, 

Head, Department of Biochemistry. All the 
guest speakers spoke on the latest science, 
policy, and practice to control the spread of 
COVID-19 pandemic. This international 
webinar successfully provided an excellent 
opportunity to researchers and students 
to know the efforts made by world-leaders 
and scientists to develop a vaccine and its 
production at a large scale to control SARS-
CoV-2 infection. 

The Department of Biochemistry, School of 
Life Sciences, Central University of Rajasthan 
organized an international webinar entitled 
“Biotechnology for Crop Resilience & 
Sustainability in Post COVID-19 Era” on 5th 
August, 2020.  The one-day webinar began 

with a welcome speech by Prof. Sanjib K. 
Panda, Head, Department of Biochemistry. 
The webinar was focussed on the 
identification of problems and perspectives 
for the development of crop resilience 
to ensure food security. All the speakers 
discussed the improvement of the crop 
species. At the end of the lecture, there was a 
brainstorming discussion among participants 
and the speakers.

Crop Resilience & Sustainability Integrated Strategies to Combat 
COVID-19 Pandemic 

Department of CMS celebrates 
National Education Day

The Department of Culture and Media 
Studies conducted a Webinar and a Workshop 
on “Excellence in Online Education” on 11th 
November, 2020 for faculty members to 
celebrate the National Education Day, the 
birth anniversary of Maulana Abul Kalam 
Azad, the great freedom fighter, eminent 
educationist and the first Union Education 
Minister. Prof. Jagdish Jadhav, Head of Dept 

and Dean Social Sciences gave the welcome 
address. The inaugural address for the 
webinar was given by Prof. Neeraj Gupta, 
Honorable Vice Chancellor of CURaj. For 
the webinar panel discussion on Excellence 
in Online Education, Prof. Manoj Mathur 
from School of Planning and Architecture, 
New Delhi and Prof. Vinod Kumar Jain, Vice 
Chancellor, Tezpur University were invited as 
guest speakers. Post webinar, a workshop was 
also conducted for faculty members of the 
university. 

The Department of English organized online 
Extension Lecture Series for students of MA 
English and PhD scholars on topics of general 
interest and subject-specific areas during 
30th September to 4th November 2020. 
Resource persons of lecture series include: 
Prof. Pradeep Trikha from JNV University, 
Udaipur (Contemporary Relevance of Charles 
Dickens: Reconceptualising Hard Times); 
Prof VP Singh from University of Lucknow, 
Lucknow (Diversity of Travel Narratives: 
From VS Naipaul to Bill Aitken); Dr. Ritu Sen 
from NIT Nagpur, Nagpur (Film Criticism: 
Critiquing Culture, Form, and the Process 
of Adaptation); Prof. Indranil Acharya 
from Vidyasagar University, West Bengal 

(Literature of the Margins: An Overview); Dr. 
Samana Madhuri from Calcutta University, 
Kolkata (Children Cinema); and Dr. Kaustav 
Bakshi from Jadavpur University, Kolkata 
(Queer Cinema/ Queering Cinema in India). 

Department of English  organizes Online Extension Lecture Series 
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Department of Social Work organizes a Webinar on Impact of COVID-19 on Young and Adolescent Girls

The Department of Social Work conducted a 
webinar on 15th October 2020 titled ‘Impact 
of Covid-19 on the Young and Adolescent 
Girls’, in view of the study conducted by the 
Network “Girls Not Bride” Rajasthan Chapter 
during the Lockdown period. This study has 
provided very important insights on the issues 
that were relevant for social work students, 
faculty members and professionals engaged 
with civil society organizations. ‘Girls Not 
Bride’ is a global network with partnership 
of more than 1400 civil society organizations 
to prevent child marriage and enable girls 
to fulfill their potential. In the webinar 
the resource persons and the participants 
discussed and shared the most burning issue 
of the time that is often hidden under the 
social restrictions. The webinar was divided 
in two technical session, session-I ‘Reflection 

from Grassroots’, and session-II ‘University-
Community Engagements’. The Dean of 
School of Social Sciences welcomed the guest 
and audience present in the virtual platform. 
Further, Dr. Faith Mwangi Powell, CEO, Girls 
Not Brides, based at UK delivered an inaugural 
address, followed by key note address by 
Professor Neeraj Gupta, Vice-Chancellor, In-
Charge, Central University of Rajasthan. In 
the first session, four eminent humanitarian 
workers from civil society organizations 
which are actively engaged in various child 
protection initiatives in Rajasthan presented 
their views and critical issue of child or early 
marriage of young girls in north India. In the 
second session, Prof. Neelam Sukhramoni 
delivered a presidential address and other 
eminent social work professors from three 
different universities of Gujarat, Haryana and 

Punjab presented their specific initiatives and 
the future perspective to initiate industry-
academia engagements which can strengthen 
the outcome based research that will have 
important policy and practical implications 
to change the realities that are hindering the 
well-being and development of marginalized 
sections of the society. Webinar was attended 
by more than 400 participants from across the 
nation. 

Measures implemented at CURaj for Online Teaching-Learning
Dr. Janmejay K. Pandey
During times of COVID-19 related Nationwide 
Lockdown, Central University of Rajasthan 
has remained committed for facilitating an 
uninterrupted teaching- learning process. To 
ensure the same, CURaj has implemented 
several measures that cater to diverse 
approaches of information sharing; content 
delivery; student engagement and student 
progress assessment. A brief classification 
of platforms or tools implemented for the 
same are as follows: live classes (Zoom, 
Google Meet); video lecture/ content creation 
(Swivl Pro, OBS Studio, Open-Shot); student 
engagement (Piazza, Google Classrooms, 
Mentimeter); and student progress assessment 
(Online Live Presentations on Zoom, Non-
proctored examination on Google Forms). 
University has subscribed to licensed versions 

of Zoom and Swivl Pro for facilitating online 
teaching. With implementation of both Live 
and Recorded content delivery approaches, 
CURaj is providing its students with the 
opportunity to learn at their comfortable pace 
and not be apprehensive of any stress that may 
occur due to technical limitations e.g. poor 
Internet connectivity, electricity failure etc. 
In addition, University has established the 
“Digital Learning Technology Support Center 
(DLTSC) for catering to technological support 
requirement of faculty members and students 
in the online teaching learning process. It is 
worth highlighting that with implementation 
of above-mentioned measures, CURaj has 
been successful in shifting the entire Teaching-
Learning Process to online modes without 
any major change in the Academic Program 
Schedule and Academic Calendar.     

Dr. Subhasis Bhadra
Every year on 2nd October, the birth 
anniversary of Mohandas Karamchand 
Gandhi or Mahatma Gandhi is observed 
with prayer services and tributes across the 
nation. The Cultural Committee of Central 
University of Rajasthan celebrated the 150th 
birth anniversary of Mahatma Gandhi by 
organizing a week-long film festival from 
28th September to 2nd October, 2020. The 
committee shared five films on Gandhi with 
students followed with a discussion. Students 
also were asked to write an article of 1000 
words on ‘Relevance of Gandhian Philosophy 
at Present’ and “Non-Violence and its 
significance in Society” with a notification 
that the top three position holders will be 
awarded the certificate of appreciation. On 
30th September, the members of cultural 

committee met with the students on a virtual 
platform to discuss and reflect on the life of 
Gandhi. Students were asked to present their 
views. Gandhi considered non-violence to be 
a philosophy, a principle and an experience 
based on which it is possible to build a 
peaceful and better society. Popular for his 
non-violent movement, the purpose of this 
day is to honour Mahatma Gandhi, the iconic 
leader.

Cultural committee observes 2nd October
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Review work on 3-PG study by Mr. Rajit 
Gupta and Dr. Laxmi Kant Sharma from 
Central University of Rajasthan has formed 
the strong basis in supporting the decision 
to award Marcus Wallenberg Prize for 2020. 
The purpose of the Prize is to recognize 
and encourage scientific achievements 
within the fields of importance to forestry 
and forest industries. Notably, the 3-PG 
study is being conducting in Dr. Sharma’s 
Lab in Central University of Rajasthan. Mr. 
Rajit Gupta is doing his Ph.D. on the 3PG 
modeling with spatial data incorporation 
particularly Hyperspectral Satellite data 
under the guidance of Dr. Laxmi Kant 
Sharma, Associate Professor, Department of 
Environmental Science, Central University 
of Rajasthan. In the first phase, the study is 
going on in different forest areas of Rajasthan 
and Gujarat. Excellent review work by Mr. 
Gupta and Dr. Sharma has also been cited on 
the University of British Columbia website 
(https://3pg.forestry.ubc.ca/3pg-studies/). 
The Review work entitled “The process-based 
forest growth model 3-PG for use in forest 
management: A review” by Mr. Gupta and 
Dr. Sharma was published in a prestigious 
research journal “Ecological Modelling”. 

Review paper from 
CURaj appreciated

Prof. Jagdish Jadhav nominated in Central 
Employment Guarantee Council (CEGC) 

Prof. Jagdish Jadhav, 
Head, Department 
of Social Work and 
Dean of School of 
Social Sciences has 
been nominated as 
non-official member 
in the Central 
Council of Mahatma 
Gandhi National 
Rural Employment 
Guarantee Scheme 
(MNREGS) by the Ministry of Rural Development, 
Government of India in its notification dated 5th 
March, 2020. The CEGC is mandated for monitoring 
and measuring the MNREGS across the nation.
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Dr. Umesh Gupta, Assistant Professor, 
Department of Pharmacy was conferred with 
the prestigious AAiPS Distinguished Young 

Educator and Researcher Award 2019, at 
AAPS Annual Meeting 2020 at San Antonio 
Texas USA. 

International Recognition 
to Dr. Umesh Gupta

Seven faculties from CURaj included in top 2% World Scientists
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Seven faculties from Central University of 
Rajasthan have been ranked in a list of top 2% 
world scientists in their respective disciplines. 
The database of the most-cited scientists in each 
and every disicpline has been prepared by a team 
of experts led by Prof. John P. A. Ioannidis from 
Stanford University. The list is based on the Scopus 
citation index. Based on standardized citation data 
from Scopus, this author database contains a list 
of top 2 per cent world scientisits from various 
scientific fields. The study has been published in 
PLOS BIOLOGY.  Ranked faculties are as follows: 
1) Prof. Sanjib Kumar Panda, Department of 
Biochemistry; 2) Prof. 
Amit Kumar Goyal, 
Department of 
Pharmacy; 3) Prof. Rajesh 
Kumar, Department of 
Environment Science; 
4) Dr. Rajneesh K. 
Verma, Department of 
Physics; 5) Dr. Kaisar 
Raza, Department of 
Pharmacy; 6) Dr. Umesh 
Gupta, Department 
of Pharmacy; and 7) 
Dr. Surendra Nimesh, 
Department of 
Biotechnology. 

Prof. Rajesh KumarProf. Amit K.GoyalProf. Sanjib K. Panda

Dr. Rajneesh K. Verma Dr. Kaisar Raza Dr. Umesh Gupta Dr. Surendra Nimesh

The author database can be accessed here: https://doi.org/10.1371/journal.pbio.3000918

the proper social distancing keeping 
the area sanitized with monitoring of 
temperatures. The students who were 
having related symptoms of COVID-19 
or tested positive, were allowed to 
appear for examination in separate 
rooms to avoid spread of COVID-19. 
Central University of Rajasthan was also 
instrumental and active as organizing 
university to avoid the unnecessary 
movement of the participating students 
from one city to another. In this regard 
the request of center change was 
entertained even a day before scheduled 
CUCET examination. Additional new 
centres were assigned and candidates 
were given a choice to appear at any one 
of the centres. Even in many transfer 
cases, where test papers were not 
available at the centre, the Coordinating 

University provided such papers at these 
centres through Internet technology. 
Centres were created nation-wide for 
the convenience of the students allowing 
a minimum travel and movement 
to them. Irrespective of the non-
availability of the transport facilities due 
to COVID-19 at the test centres like Port 
Blair, Leh and Kargil, the examination 
was conducted successfully. Chairman 
of CUCET Coordinating Committee 
Prof. Arun K Pujari, Vice Chancellor, 
Central University of Rajasthan 
ensured the successful organization 
of this examination in coordination 
with Prof. Manish Shrimali, National 
Coordinator, CUCET-2020 following 
several meetings with Vice Chancellors 
and Nodal Officers of participating 
universities. 

Continued from page 1

CUCET–2020 Successfully Conducted by 
Central University of Rajasthan

Vigi lance Awareness Week 
celebrated in CURAJ

Vigilance Awareness Week was observed 
in Central University of Rajasthan 
(CURAJ) during 27th October to 2nd 
November, 2020 on the theme “Satark 
Bharat, Samriddh Bharat” (Vigilant 
India, Prosperous India). On this 
occasion, banners were displayed at 
various places such as Administrative 
Building / Entrance Gates of Central 
University of Rajasthan. Integrity Pledge 
was taken by Administrative officers 
and non-teaching staff of the University 
on 27th October, 2020 at 11:00 AM 
acknowledging their commitment to 
uphold the highest standards of honesty 
and integrity. The Integrity pledge was 
also taken in all schools / departments 
of the university by teaching & non-
teaching staff and the majority of staffs 
participated in the pledge ceremony. 
Head of the Departments encouraged all 
teaching / non-teaching staff & students of 
the department to take the e-pledge. The 
NSS Chairperson and NCC volunteers 
of CURAJ also participated and took 

the e-pledge. The Central University of 
Rajasthan organized three webinars 
during this vigilance awareness week on 
following topics: “Vigilance awareness 
in the perspective of Government 
organization”; “Audit of procurements 
– general introduction and discussion 
on case study” and “Ethics & Values in 
Public Life”.  In addition to the above, the 
Cultural Committee of Central University 
of Rajasthan took up few cultural and 
creative-expressive activities for the 
purpose of creating awareness about 
the importance of celebrating “vigilance 
week” among the students and staff. 
Kendriya Vidayalaya functioning under 
CURAJ also organized various activities 
during vigilance awareness week. All 
employees of the school took an oath of 
integrity and honesty through online. The 
students of the Kendriya Vidayalaya also 
participated in the various competitions 
such as posters, quiz, essay writing, slogan 
writing through online during vigilance 
awareness week. 

In response to COVID-19 pandemic, the Health Centre of Central University of Rajasthan has actively 
been providing its services 24 hours without a break. The staff of the Health Centre, Dr. Ankur Mittal 
(Medical Officer), Miss Renu (Nurse) and Mr. Akhilesh Tiwari (Laboratory Attendant), have been 
providing necessary medical care for the good health and well-being of the students, officers, faculties, 
non-teaching staff and all other people of CURaj. The health Centre has taken steps to adhere to the 
guidelines and protocols issued by Central government, Government of Rajasthan and the University 
from time to time to respond to COVID-19 crisis. In the beginning, the Health Centre was conducting 
the screening of all students and maintaining their travel and health records. In case a student was 
suspected with symptoms of COVID-19, it provided the facility of isolation and also suggested them 
to undertake tests. The Health Centre has been conducting necessary screening of all faculties, staff 
and officers in the campus. The Health Centre has prepared an Isolation ward with the capacity of four 
beds. It has also procured equipments such as Oxygen cylinder, and suction machine among others to 
handle any COVID-19 related emergency situation. In addition, the PPE kits have been made available 
for caregivers of patients. To promote the practice of personal hygiene, the Health Centre has distributed 
the sanitizer, masks and gloves. The Health Centre has ensured timely availability of medicines like 
immunity booster, antibiotics, antivirals, anti thrombotics, and antipyretics among others.  The Health 
Centre is actively engaged in identifying/diagnosing the cases of COVID-19 and guiding people for 
further care and management. Also, it has been coordinating with state authorities for shifting the 
suspected cases of COVID-19 by ambulance. It has been coordinating with security personnel to keep 
the campus safe. Furthermore, the Health Centre has been providing the information to the staff of 
CURaj through mail regarding the guidelines and government protocols on COVID-19 scenario along 
with precautions to be taken and the symptoms to report for further actions.

Efforts by the Health Centre in response 
to the COVID-19 crisis

Ms. Poonam Kumari and Dr. Sanjay Kumar Patel from Department of Commerce, Central University 
of Rajasthan have bagged Best Paper award and secured Second position in the ICSSR sponsored 
National Conference on “Sustainable Development and Business: Managing Organizations of 
Tomorrow” held on 18th August, 2020 for their paper entitled “Dynamics of Corporate Environment 
Disclosure and Financial Performance: The Case of Carbon Footprints”. The ICSSR sponsored 
national conference was organized by Department of Commerce, P.G.D.A.V. College in association 
with Department of Commerce, University of Delhi.
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